BOSWELI/S LIFE OF JOHNSON

1753 : JET AT. 44.] - He now relieved the drudgery of his Dic-
tionary, and the melancholy of his grief, by taking an active
part in the composition of The Adventurer, in which he be-
gan to write April 10, marking his essays with the signature
T, by which most of his papers in that collection are dis-
tinguished.

1754: ^ETAT. 45.] - In 1754 I can trace nothing published
by him, except his numbers of The Adventurer, and The
Life of Edward Cave/ in the Gentleman's Magazine for
February.
The Dictionary, we may believe, afforded Johnson full
occupation this year. As it approached to its conclusion, he
probably worked with redoubled vigour, as seamen in-
crease their exertion and alacrity when they have a near
prospect of their haven.
Lord Chesterfield, to whom Johnson had paid the high
compliment of addressing to his Lordship the Plan of his
Dictionary, had behaved to him in such a manner as to
excite his contempt and indignation. The world has been for
many years amused with a story confidently told, and as
confidently repeated with additional circumstances, that a
sudden disgust was taken by Johnson upon occasion of his
having been one day kept long in waiting in his Lordship's
antechamber, for which the reason assigned was, that he had
company with him; and that at last, when the door opened,
out walked Colley Gibber; and that Johnson was so violently
provoked when he found for whom he had been so long
excluded, that he went away in a passion, and never would
return. But Johnson himself assured me, that there was not
the least foundation [for this story]. He told me that there
never was any particular incident which produced a quarrel
between Lord Chesterfield and him; but that his Lordship's
continued neglect was the reason why he resolved to have no
connection with him. When the Dictionary was upon the eve
of publication, Lord Chesterfield, who, it is said, had flat-
tered himself with expectations that Johnson would dedicate
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